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DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that the glass of beer you can enjoy at a mountain chalet in the High Tatras comes from a beer keg carried
on the shoulders of a mountain porter just for you? The alpine porters found in the Slovak mountains are unique in the world.
The alpine porter tradition began at the beginning of the 17" century. Porters carried materials for the construction of chalets
and dwellings as well as food supplies. Even today there are places in the Slovak mountains that are inaccessible by other means.

Mountain porters can carry more than a hundred kilos on their shoulders and with determination lug them up out of the valley
to heights of over 2,200 metres.



DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that Slovakia has its own Stonehenge? In the locality of Megonka in the north-west of the country, you can find
spherical natural sandstone formations, which are a geological rarity. These unique stone spheres are estimated to be 30 to 40

million years old. The largest is 3 metres in diameter and weighs almost 30 tonnes. This is one of the most geologically fascinating

places in Slovakia and one of the world’s sites with the largest number of stone spheres.



DID YOU KNOW?

Beekeeping has existed in Slovakia for over a thousand years and was part of the traditional way of life among village inhabitants.
In subsequent centuries it became an important economic sector. Today the Slovak Beekeepers’ Association has almost 15,500
members with more than 255,000 beehives. Annually 5.5 million kilos of honey are produced. Today Slovak honey is considered

to be among the best quality honey in the world. It has a great taste, unique composition and is highly treasured. Slovak beekeepers

and their products regularly win world competitions.



DID YOU KNOW?

Spania dolina is one of the most picturesque mining villages in Slovakia. It lies in the middle of a region with a mining tradition
dating back to the 11" century. Famous for its copper ore deposits, it is an excellent place to explore the mining history.
The historic Pension Klopacka is located in an ancient 620-year-old building that originally served as the headquarters of the
mining administration. The wooden tower contained a “knocker” or signalling device that called the miners to work. Be sure to visit
the museum of lace-making which Spania dolina has been famous for since the 17'" century. It is one of the few places in the world

where the fine craftsmanship of lace-making has been passed down through the generations and lives on to this day.



DID YOU KNOW?

The rock dwellings in Brhlovce are a unique and precious example of Slovak cultural heritage. This complex is carved into the rocks
and represents a special type of folk architecture and dwelling. Nowadays the rock dwellings are a heritage site of traditional

folk architecture and visitors will be surprised to learn that some of them are still inhabited. Others are still used as wine cellars

or outbuildings.



Dusan Jurkovic
(* 1868, Tura Lika -t 1947, Bratislava)

DID YOU KNOW?

Dusan Samuel Jurkovic is considered the founder of modern architecture in Slovakia. His work is in the style of geometric Viennese
Art Nouveau combined with folk motifs. He did not shy from the modern trends of the interwar period. His style was unique
and inimitable. In 1928 he produced his most famous design - the Milan Rastislav Stefanik Burial Mound at Bradlo. Jurkovi¢
also designed some unusual buildings - the four funicular railway stations between Tatranska Lomnica and Lomnicky Stit peak.

In Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia, you can admire Jurkovic’s heating plant, a functionalist building that is now an innovative
coworking centre.



DID YOU KNOW?

Arthur Fleischmann, who was born in Bratislava, was one of the world’s most important kinetic and op-art sculptors. He emigrated
to escape the threat of fascism, choosing London as his home. He was the first to use Perspex in sculpture. To sculpt a memorial
commissioned for Queen Elizabeth II's Silver Jubilee he used the largest ever single piece of Perspex, which director Stanley Kubrick
had originally intended to use in his 2001: A Space Odyssey before later abandoning the idea. Fleischmann was also commissioned

by the Vatican to sculpt portraits of the popes and created busts of four popes. You can admire the artist’s works in Bratislava
at the Arthur Fleischmann Art Museum on Biela Street.



Edita Gruberova
(*1946, Bratislava - t 2021, Ziirich)

DID YOU KNOW?

The Slovak prima donna assoluta Edita Gruberova was a wonderful coloratura and bel canto soprano with a distinguished career,
who performed in opera houses and concert halls for 52 years. During her career she performed 2,357 times and was legendary
for her triple Fs and rendition of Donizetti’s unforgettable aria of madness, Lucia di Lammermoor. She worked tirelessly, as was
evident in her truly professional performances around the world, from La Scala in Milan to the Teatro Liceu in Barcelona and

Covent Garden in London, from the Paris Opera and the Zurich Opera to the Salzburg Festival and Glyndebourne Festival and from
the Metropolitan Opera in New York to opera venues in Japan.



Steel printing

DID YOU KNOW?

Slovakia is one of the few countries in the world where steel printing, a special technique used to create postage stamps - miniature
graphics - is still in use. Steel printing is an onerous task. The stamp design is scaled down and converted into a system of lines
and dots, before being engraved on a steel plate. The resulting steel engraving serves as the printing matrix. Stamps printed using
such classical engraving methods are in high demand among philatelists. The Slovak Stamp Engraving School is world leading

and high-ranking, having won awards in competitions for the most beautiful stamps in the world.



DID YOU KNOW?

The Academy of Fine Arts in Bratislava is the oldest art education institute in Slovakia. It was founded in 1949. It specializes
in visual art - the fine arts, design, architecture and restoration. Throughout its existence it has encouraged progressive approaches
and rigorous professionalism. Slovak designs for fashion, glass, the automotive industry, books and packaging are popular around

the world. The school’s graduates regularly win prestigious awards around the world. The respected automotive designer Jozef Kaban

and glass designer Patrik Illo are among them.



Jozef Venglo$
(* 1936, Ruzomberok - * 2021, Bratislava)

DID YOU KNOW?

Jozef Venglos, Slovak football coach of the century, was the only coach to lead the Czechoslovak team at two World Football
Championships. As assistant coach he witnessed the biggest success of Czechoslovak foothall - winning the 1976 European
Championship. He coached five national teams: Czechoslovakia, Slovakia, Australia, Malaysia and Oman. Under totalitarianism even
the famed Barcelona team fought to hire him, but communist officials wouldn’t allow Venglos to travel to Spain. He later coached
Sporting Lisbon, Aston Villa, Fenerbahce Istanbul and Celtic Glasgow. When Aston Villa hired him in 1990 he became the first

foreigner in history to lead one of the teams in the famous Premier League.



DID YOU KNOW?

The first Slovak Mountaineering Association was founded in 1921. But do you know what its name IAMES stands for? Idealism,
Alpinism, Morality, Enthusiasm and Solidarity. Five beautiful words that Slovak climbers still believe in. Slovakia has a strong
mountaineering tradition. The first known ascent of Kezmarsky §tit peak in the Tatras was as early as 1615 and true mountaineering
took off in the Tatras at the beginning of the 20" century. Peter Hamor, a high-altitude mountaineer, is one of the best Slovak
mountaineers, with 15 ascents to all fourteen 8,000 peaks under his belt. He has climbed Annapurna twice and is the only
mountaineer in the world to have climbed it via two different routes. For many years now he and his wife Maria have been organizing
a successful International Festival of the Mountain Films in the town of Poprad.



Bioplastic Nonoilen

DID YOU KNOW?

Slovakia helps protect our planet through its progressive, environmentally friendly ideas. Nonoilen is a special eco “non-oil - oil-free”
bioplastic developed in Slovakia. It is produced exclusively from renewable resources and is fully biodegradable so it can be
used to nourish plants and it is 100% natural. Nonoilen bioplastic was invented by Professor Pavol Alexy and a team of scientists

at the Polymer Institute. It is already being used in 3D printer cartridges for example, so whatever you print you can later safely

compost. It decomposes without producing microplastics.



DID YOU KNOW?

Slovakia is unveiling a breakthrough technology to the world. Tachyum’s flagship product, Prodigy, is the world’s first universal
processor that has the potential to create unrivaled computational speed and vast energy-saving capabilities. This processor will
enable Slovakia to procure the world’s fastest artificial intelligence (AI) supercomputer delivering up to 128 ExaFLOPS (exaflop

= 1018 floating-point operations per second) of Al computing performance. For the first time in the history of humanity, this will

enable the delivery of a human brain-scale Al supercomputer.



Ludmila Pajdusakova
(* 1916, Rado3ovce - t 1979 Vy3né Hagy)

DID YOU KNOW?

Ludmila Pajdusakova was the brightest star of Slovak astronomy. She swapped her original profession as a teacher for a career
in science. In the years after the World War 1I, she searched for new comets, working alongside the staff at the Skalnaté Pleso
Observatory. Their efforts brought extraordinary results. They discovered 18 of the 70 comets detected worldwide between 1946
and 1959. She herself discovered five of the new comets, three of which were named after her. After surveying the comets, the sun
and meteorites, she began observing stars and galaxies. The photographs she took of the starry skies are exceptional. Her life’s work

did much to help popularize and develop astronomy in Slovakia.



Marina Pauliny
(* 1897, Slovenské Pravno - t 1945, Blackbushe, England)

DID YOU KNOW?

Marina Pauliny was a Slovak diplomat, journalist, health professional, interpreter and an important envoy of Slovakia.
She had immigrated to the USA with her parents and later became a member of the American Red Cross. After WW I she travelled
with the Czechoslovak Legionnaires all the way from Siberia to the USA, crossing Japan and Singapore, helping endless number
of soldiers. In Czechoslovakia, she devoted herself to empowering women and their position in society. Also, she was a founder
of the first Slovak travel agency - Slovakotour. With the outbreak of WW II, she remained determined in her commitment to help
her country. She became a Vice-President of the Czecho-Slovak Red Cross, facilitating help and assistance to thousands of soldiers
in our army. She perished tragically after returning to her beloved country following the end of the war. Her story can be an inspiration
to the younger generation.



DID YOU KNOW?

The winemaking tradition in Slovakia is centuries old, dating back to when vines were first imported into the Roman Empire.
Grapevines were so extensively grown and exported to foreign markets in the 17 century that it is known as the golden age
of winemaking in Slovakia. Eastern Slovakia was home to the famed Tokaj wines that the French monarch Louis XIV declared to be
the wine of kings and the king of wines. These days Slovak wines perform well in international wine competitions, regularly coming

in as champions. Other varieties cultivated in Slovakia that are highly valued are the Dunaj and Devin, with the latter being the first
recognized Slovak white muscat variety.



DID YOU KNOW?

The art of falconry dates to the 5" century in Slovakia. It is an amazing tradition still practiced today that features on the UNESCO
World Heritage List. But what is it that makes Slovakia unique among the countries that have kept this tradition alive?
Located in the beautiful Stiavnické vrchy mountains you will find the first primary school in the world where falconry is a compulsory
school subject. At Maximilian Hell Primary School in Stiavnické Bane pupils learn about this ancient form of hunting that uses
trained birds of prey, but also about responsibility, mutual respect, tolerance and patience. Beautiful birds of prey are bred
at the school, along with owls, spectacled caimans, exotic birds, green iguanas, pine monkeys, tamarins and many other creatures.
Thanks to these birds and animals the pupils learn about evolution, habitat diversity and the importance of conservation.



DID YOU KNOW?

Slovakia has been supporting humanitarian activities in Kenya for some years now. With SlovakAid support the St. Vincent
de Paul Education Centre in Eldoret has educated more than 1,200 students since it was established in 2012. One of the most
recent initiatives is a business incubator project. The main aim of the project was to raise living standards through education
and to improve school leavers’ professional and entrepreneurial skills. Female students were taught hairdressing, tailoring, machine

knitting and computer skills. After completing their studies 81% of school leavers found employment and were able to set up
businesses in their field of study.
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